
Roundhay Free School Consultation 

The Roundhay area of Leeds has been identified as needing an additional 60 reception places (2 forms of entry) to ease ongoing pressure on primary school 
places in the area. A free school bid from the Roundhay Park Primary School Trust has been approved by the Secretary of State for Education to provide 
these additional places. Finding a suitable site to establish this school on has so far been difficult. There are 4 sites which are currently being considered for 
the school; however there are challenges with each as demonstrated in the table below.   We are seeking the views of the public on each of these sites. 

Site Current Use Site Challenges Location Admissions Policy Plan 
1. Tree Tops

Community
Centre

Local Community 
Centre and 
Playing Fields 

• Loss of protected playing field
• Loss of existing green space
• Effect on existing users
• S106 agreement conditions

would need to be assessed

1.3 miles 
from area of 
need 

In line with Leeds City 
Council Admissions 
policy 

2. Roundhay Park
Lane East

Agricultural Land • Green Belt site
• Restrictive Covenant
• Agricultural Tenancy
• Existing highways issues

0.5 miles 
from area of 
need 

In line with Leeds City 
Council Admissions 
policy 

3. Roundhay Park
Golf Driving
Range

Golf driving range • Green Belt site
• Restrictive covenant
• Existing use as golf driving

range
• Registered Park and Garden
• In Roundhay Conservation

area

0.2 miles 
from area of 
need 

In line with Leeds City 
Council Admissions 
policy 

4. Elmete Wood
Site

Former school site • Green belt site
• Loss of existing green space
• Loss of existing protected

playing field
• Existing highways issues

2.6 miles 
away from 
area of need 

The EFA would need to 
adopt a bespoke 
admissions policy to 
prioritise families from 
the identified area of 
need. 

This consultation will run for 4 weeks ending at 4pm on 28 April 2017 to enable all interested parties to express their views on the options as they are. We 
would encourage citizens of Leeds to let us know their views on the site options available for this new free school. The outcomes of this consultation will be 
collated by Leeds City Council, the EFA and the Trust applicants before a decision is made on which site is to be progressed to a formal planning application. 

How to put your views forward: 

• Complete the survey at www.leeds.gov.uk/roundhayfreeschool2017
• Email educ.school.organisation@leeds.gov.uk;
• Write to us at Leeds City Council, Capacity Planning and Sufficiency Team, C/O Leeds Town Hall, PO Box 837, Leeds, LS1 9PZ

Further details about the proposal can be found by visiting http://www.leeds.gov.uk/residents/Pages/Currentschoolsconsultation.aspx 

http://www.leeds.gov.uk/residents/Pages/Currentschoolsconsultation.aspx




Site 1 – Tree Tops Community Centre 

Background 
The Tree Tops community centre site consists of a well-used community centre 
and two playing fields. It was constructed as part of a S106 contribution from a 
local housing development. Drainage works were carried out to improve the 
playing field condition and a new community centre and changing rooms were 
constructed on site.  

If this site were to be the preferred option the community centre could either be 
retained as is or re provided by the school development. 

Current Use 
The site is currently used as public open space with its well-used community 
centre and two playing pitches and is managed and maintained by Parks and 
Countryside. 

Location in relation to Area of Need 
Tree Tops Community Centre is 1.3 miles away from the identified area of need. 

Admission Policy  
This site proposal would be in line with Leeds City Council’s admissions policy. 

Planning Policy Context 
The site currently in the 2006 UDP has a housing allocation, however in the draft 
site allocations plan the site is identified as public open space and therefore has 
in principle the following policy designations:- 

 N1 - Green space

 N8 – Urban green corridor

Legal Requirements 
The S106 agreement between the developer of Martin House and the Council 
would need to be reviewed to assess whether there were any legal clawback 
obligations for the ongoing provision of the playing fields 

Programme 
It is the EFA’s view that this site could be  opened as a primary school by 
September 2020. 

SITE 1



Site 2 – Roundhay Park Lane East 

Background 
The Roundhay Park Lane east site was purchased by the Council for the potential 
expansion/relocation of Roundhay Park Golf Course. The site is 16 hectares in size and 
is currently under an agricultural tenancy.  

Current Use 
Roundhay Park Lane East was purchased by the Council under a restrictive covenant 

for the pursuit of sport and recreational uses but is currently used as grazing land. 

Location in relation to Area of Need 
Roundhay Park Lane east site is 0.5 miles away from the identified area of need. 

Admission Policy  
This site proposal would be in line with Leeds City Council’s admissions policy. 

Planning Policy Context 
Roundhay Park Lane site has the following policy designations:- 

 N32 - Green Belt

 N8 - Urban Green Corridor

These policies would require the application for planning approval to demonstrate the 
following:- 

o Development of this kind is inappropriate in the green belt therefore any
proposal must be able to demonstrate Very Special Circumstances and how the
proposals can overcome harm to the green belt and that there are no
alternative non-green belt sites available in the area that could be brought
forward instead.

Legal Requirements 
The restrictive covenant would need to be lifted either by negotiation or through a 
lands tribunal before any proposed change of use could be agreed. 

The agricultural tenancy would need to be terminated before any proposals could be 
agreed.  

Programme 
The EFA’s view is this site could be opened as a new school site by September 2020. 

SITE 2



Site 3 – Roundhay Golf Driving Range 

Background 
Roundhay Golf Driving Range site is located within Roundhay Park. It forms part of Roundhay Park  
Golf Course and is a 9 hole, par 70 public, parkland golf course established in 1922. It is 1.6ha in size 
and managed by Leeds City Council. 

Current Use 
Roundhay Park (including the area of the golf driving range) was purchased by Leeds City Council through an Act of 

Parliament, which was obtained on 21 June 1871 who then gave the estate to the people of Leeds as a public park. It has 

been used as a public park ever since. 

An extract from the 1872 conveyance reads:- 

The park, described as the ‘Mansion House farm lands and hereditaments and all and singular other premises’ , was 

acquired ‘ to the end and intent that the same may be held and applied for the purposes of a place of public use 

recreation in pursuance of the provisions of the Leeds Improvement Act 1866 and the Leeds Improvement Act 1872’ 

The conveyance also contains the following restrictive covenants: 

“no buildings or erections except private dwelling houses with necessary outbuildings shall be erected on any 

part of the property and that  the external walls of all buildings shall be of stone without the written permission 

of the vendors, their heirs and assigns. “ 

Location in relation to Area of Need 
The Roundhay Golf Drtiving Range site is 0.2 miles away from the identified area of need 

Admission Policy  
This proposal would be in line with Leeds City Council’s admissions policy. 

Planning Policy Context 
Roundhay Park including Roundhay Golf Driving Range has several planning policy designations:- 

 N32 - Green Belt

 N8 - Urban Green Corridor

 N6 – Protected playing field

 Roundhay Conservation Area

 Roundhay Park Registered Park and Garden (1953)

 Trees are protected by the Cons Area designation

These policies would require the application for planning approval to demonstrate the following:- 

o Development of this kind is inappropriate in the green belt therefore any proposal must be able to demonstrate
Very Special Circumstances and how the proposals can overcome harm to the green belt and that there are no
alternative non-green belt sites available in the area that could be brought forward instead

o The effect the development will have on the openness and character of the green belt and public open space
o Any potential loss of open space and playing field land would need to be considered

Legal Requirements 
The closure of any of the existing public open space including Roundhay Park and the driving range would need to be 
advertised for a 2 week period. 

Programme 
It is the EFA’s Opinion that a new primary school could be opened on this site by September 2020. 

SITE 3



 Site 4 – Elmete Wood Site 

Background 
The Elmete Wood site is the former BESD, SILC School, located at the top of Elmete Lane. It 
had a maximum pupil intake of up to 100 pupils aged between  11-16. The site has now 
formally closed and the SILC provision relocated to Springwell Academy on Cardigan Lane. 

CurrentUse 
The site was acquired under education powers and has been used exclusively for school 
provision ever since 

Location 
The Elmete Wood school site is 2.6 miles away from the identified area of need 

Admission Policy  
This proposal would require the adoption of a ‘Zonal Admissions Policy’ to prioritise children 
from the Roundhay Ward. This is inconsistent with Leeds City Council’s admissions policy. 

Planning Policy Context 
The site is covered by the following planning policy designations:- 

 N32 – Green Belt

 N8 – Urban green corridor

 N6 – Protected playing fields (in part)

These policies would require the application for planning approval to demonstrate the 
following:- 

o Development of this kind is inappropriate in the green belt therefore any proposal
must be able to demonstrate Very Special Circumstances and how the proposals can
overcome harm to the green belt

o The effect the development will have on the openness and character of the green belt
and public open space

o Any potential loss of open space and playing field land would need to be considered

Legal Requirements 
The closure of any of the existing public open space would need to be advertised for a 2 week 
period 

Programme 
It is the EFA’s view that this site could be opened as the new free school by September 2018. 

SITE 4




